TheVijayawada Chronicle

A role model to emulate |

Yourn MascoT: Vijayawada lad DVK Vasudevan, who bagged an

international award for youth people

wenty-four-year-
old Vijayawadite
D V K Vasudevan
is an icon of
young India that
should serve as an inspiration
to.cthers: This unassuming,
affable youngster has already
won a string of awards in
diverse fields. Currently
studying for a master's
degree in business manage-
ment, he also holds a diplo-
ma in electronics and type-
writing, and is a popular vio-
lin artiste who has performed
solo all over the country. As
an NCC cadet during college
days he has attended 25
camps and participated in the
Republic Day parade. He is

an active NSS volunteer and
a member of the Bharat
Scouts and Guides movement
and was selected for the
Thailand jamboree. An active
adventure sports buff,
g PO e et
skiing, i . T rafting,
canoeing%g and para
sailing.!

A few days ago, the
International Awards for
Young People instituted by
the Duke of Edinburgh con-

ferred the Gold Standard
Award on Vasu. Says the
beaming youngster, “This
award is given o young peo-
ple blessed with extraordi-
nary and multifarious talents.
The Nationsl Director-Rear-
Admiral R Vohra presented
the award in Chennai, and
the certificate is signed by
Prince Philip. 1 am ha]:rry 1
won the gold for my talent in
different areas.” Incidentally,
Vasu is the only youngster

This award is given to young people blessed
with extraordinary talents. National Director
Rear Admiral R Vobra presented the award
in Chennai, and the certificate is signed by

Prince Philip

— VASUDEVAN

from AP to receive the hon-
our. “The committee has
invited me to visit UK and
Canada, where [ would be
participating in various cul-
tural and adventure activi-
ties ' he added. Beneath his
brash confident fagade lies a
soft hearted musician whose
proficiency in playing the
violin is well known. He has
performed in over 100 pro-
grammes all over the country. |
Says Vasu, ** The credit goes
to my parents, who always
guided me and inspired me o
excel in my pursuits. My -
advice to youth is to think
positiye and never-say-die.”
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Alpng with this, they are
alsowsing Sabarmati
Sangeet, as the songs are
termed, to promole com-
mungal harmony and
peace. Most of these
songs were regularly sung
at the meetings conducted
by Mahatma Gandhi at his
‘Sabarmati Ashram during
the freedom struggle.

As is well known, the
Father of the Nation used
such sessions to gain men-
tal equanimity for
impending struggles.

Now, D.V K. Vasudevan,
a young music instructor
from the University of
Hydérabad, and his group
of: friends, are using the
samg songs to help people
maintain equanimity in
their daily struggles.

After evoking good
responses in his initial
musical programmes,
Vasydevan and his friends
are planning to involve the
larger public by organis-
ing musical events every
wegkend at the Bapu Ghat
in the city:

“Sabarmati Sangeet
helps us in two ways,”
said Viasudevan. “It
spreads the message of
peace and communal har-
mony. And secondly, it
soothes our feelings and ..
de-stresses us.” Xt

‘According to him, the
Mahatma’s favourite
songs had a natural sooth-
ing tone which helped
people to relax automati-
cally. “Any song that
brings peace to the body
and the mind will improve
blood circulation and
relieve stress,” he added.

Sabarmati Sangeet
includes immortal songs

" penned by great saints
such as Meerabai, Tulasi-

| “now daily t

HEALING THROUGH MUSIC: D.V.K. Vasudevan stiys music therapy

works since the body has its own rhythm

das, Kabir and Guru
Nanak. “Our new genera-
tion is familiar only with
one or two of these
songs,” he said.

“We are trying to revive
the entire Sabarmati tradi-
tion in Hyderabhad.”

After the Mahatma’s
death, the Sabarmati songs

were lost in the pages of

history.

The group of friends
feels that reviving these
songs will also help to
wean away modern youth
from mindless techno and
rap music,

Membess of Sanskriti, an
organisation run by

-

MUSIC | Syed Akbar |

Vasudevan and his i
friends, have taken an
oath to spread Sabarmati

Siingeet among the mass- |

esi.
{When Mahatma Gand-
hi’s favourite songs are
rientioned, people imme-
diately recall Raghupathi
Kaghava Rajaram and

... Kuman

Vaishnava janatho tene
kaliye. But the group has
resurrected many other

reat songs including Hey

agatratha viswa
vidhatha, Tihi Ram hai,
Tu Rahim hai, Man lago
mere yaar fakeereeme,
Janakinath sdhay kare
jab, kon bigaadu kare nar

' tera, and Payoji maine
ram ratan dhan payo
among others.

“These lyrics have deep
meanings and that is the
reason for their power,”
said G. Dronendra ;?Em

a member 3

ErOUfE My 'égi‘th&aﬁh;

workd since the

rhythm mmh

its o
we tune in."”
The group has now
ap| hed the Andhra
Pradegh Tourism Devel-
opmeait Corporation and
the tourism department for
permission to use the
premises of Bapu Ghat.
. “Theré’s no better place to
~ ‘spread the message of
Sal ti Sangeet,” said
Phani Kumar.

Fil
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SASWATI MUKHERJEE
DECCAN CHRONICLE

ost-Munnabhai, Mahatma
dhi was back in the
news when business
tycoon Vijay Mallya
bought his belongings from an
auction at New York early this
month.
- Back in Hyderabad, D.V.K.
Vasudevan is busy popularising
Gandhian values, albeit different-
ly. He has chosen musical strains
christened Sabarmati Sangeet,
~after the Sabarmati Ashram.
“These are some of his favourite
songs, which not many people are
aware of,” says Vasudevan, who
identifies himself more with the
name of “Violinvasu’. A music
instructor at the University of
Hyderabad and cultural advisor at
the International Institute of
Information Technology, Vasu
thought of putting all the songs
together to popularise them.
Designed with the aim of
spreading Gandhian thoughts
through music, the songs
propagate popular Gandhian val-
ues such as truth, non-violence,
service to others, sacrifice and
friendship.
Currently being popularised

B THURSDAY 26 MARCH 2009 _
~ Huomming Bapu’s geet

Children learn sangeet in the city.

among youngsters through college
and school workshops, Sabarmati
Sangeet is aimed at children and
elders alike. “While children are
expected to learn human values
through the songs, elders are
expected to change their way of
looking at things and opt for a
better existence by incorporating
Gandhian values in their everyday

er there every evening. When T -

found that it had a positive
impact, I collected more songs
from people who had spent time
listening to Gandhi’s bhajans.”
Before teaching the Mahatma’s
songs, members of the Gandhi
family were not only consulted,
Vasu also sought permission from
them.
For now, 12 songs have been
popularised as Sabarmati Sangeet.
Depending on the response from
youngsters, Vasu says that they
.Iay organise a peace concert
so0n.
Till that happens, Sabarmati
Sangeet will continue to find its
way through sporadic workshops
across the city. o
life,” adds Vasu.
Talking about his inspi-
ration, he says, “It
all began when I vis-
ited Bapughat three
years ago. That’s:
when [ started
teaching Mahatma
Gandhi’s songs to
those who would gath-

— HYDERABAD Thursday 26 March 2009
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Tuesday, August 11, 2

T is true that Mahatma spoke in favour of mu-
sic education and the need to make music a part
of one’s life. Gandhi’s insistence on making
music a part of everyday life was influenced
greatly by his urge to spiritually awaken the
masses. Without it, the entire educational sys-
tem seems to me to be incomplete . . . Music
pacifies anger and its judicious use is highly
helpful in leading a man to the vision of God.
In pursuance of his ideal, DevanDrone, the
members of Sanskriti, a voluntary culture pro-
motion organisation have took up a project
called Sabarmati Sangeet, through which miy
P
v !

csbaapissasnsnebserestrnne

A musical workshop of the favourite bhajans
story form highlighting the values of the life
Sangeet is so touching it spreads tranquility in the soul

srstisssssnnnesennns

intend to promote the bhajans of Mahatma Gan-
dhi.

Sabarmati Sangeet, they feel was forgotten in
the melee of modernisation. The Sangeeth is so
touching that it spreads tranquility in soul.
Great saints like, Meerabai, Tulasidas, Kabir,
and Gurunanak wrote these songs. “We the
members of Sanskriti took an oath to fill the
gap by building a bridge between traditional
and posh cultures. We designed this programme
by taking very popular bhajans of Mahatma
Gandhi and giving free training to those inter-
ested,” Vasudevan said. - ;

of Mahatma Gandhi is weaved in
of The Father of Nation. Sabarmati

sdaseassssassmnssn

All the compositions of DevanDrone m
universal music feel, with the roots of Indi
classical background in them, which conveys to
the world, how great our Indian music is. The
name DevanDrone derives its name from the
violinist Vasudevan, who is the leader of this
group and the flutist Dronendra Phanikumar,
partner in the group - the men who made their
vision a reality.

mmmmmmMm
For details contact: 9849874574
\
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Learning violin made easy!

Violin lovers have a special treat in store. The first ever free video tutorial to learn
Carnatic Violin is now available on Youtube for free watching and downloading

: ST
b

iolin Vasudevan, cultural

advisor and faculty (mu-

sicology and music ap-
preciation), IIIT-Hyderabad has
developed 100 short video tutori-
als to learn Carnatic violin funda-
mentals with every episode deal-
ing with a different concept of the
subject. The project is an initiative
of Sanskriti, an NGO, which has
been executed by Violin Vasu and
his students from IITT-H, Nikhil
(who is presently pursuing MS in
LTRC) and Sri Girish Sarma (an
employee of Genpact and also
an active volunteer of the NGO
Sanskriti). This Youtube channel
will be helpful to beginners or
people who have discontinued

learning. It will also benefit people -

who are learning music from other
gurus since they can practice with
the help of the videos available as
well. The content of the channel is
general in nature and it discusses
universality of music and relates
it to Carnatic music in particular.
These videos have have been eval-
uated by many professionals and
have received positive feedback.

The videos have recorded 4,000
views in two weeks.

To log onto the channel, one
has to either type, “Carnatic
Violin lessons by Violin Vasu”
or “thesanskritimusic” to view
all the videos. Vasudevan, more
popularly known as Violin Vasu is
avoco-violinist, lyricist and com-
poser (Classical and Fusion mu-
sician). He has been working on

. various projects on Indian culture

and musie for over two decades
now and has also worked in mov-
ies and serials. He also has a clas-
sical fusion band- Devandrone
through which they give classi-
cal and fusion performances in
India and abroad. He is a proud
recipient of many national and
international awards and hon-
ors that include Rashtrapati
Award, International Award for
Young People - Buckingham
Palace London, Samaikya Bharat
Gaurav Puraskar (Eminent per-
sonalities category), Outstanding
Artistes Research Fellowship
from Ministry of Culture, Govt.
of India. Express Features




DEVANDRONE, the instrumental fusion band was formed
when the band’s violinist Vasudevan met flautist Dronendra
Phanikumar at the legendary musician Sri Annavarapu
Rama Swamy’s place, where they were both learning music.
They started jamming and did a number of live shows.

Today, a six-member band, consisting of N 8§ Kalyanara-
man on Mridangam, Ramakrishna and Haribabu ptlﬁ
ghatam, Omkar on keyboard and Pavan on rhythm pads
Jazz, the band successfully overcame various hurdles like
board exams.

“"The main reason behind forming this band is to enthrall
and entertain everybody irrespective of their musical knowl-
-edge. Different kinds of music cater to different segmi
of people like classical, folk, western, film, pop whereas
sion caters to everybody, that too, ours is an instrum
music so there is no language problem wherever we go,"” says
Vasudevan from Vijayawada. B

Their music is for those who like fusion. Their
manca at Middle-East was an unforgettable one as they were
there for a charitable cause and to spread Indian culture and
tradition, composing thematic fusion and then at Interna-
tional Film Festival -Goa their band name Demannepw
- formed along with international bands celebrities.

Their greatest strength is being together as a band . m&
understanding one another perfectly. Besides music, tlmi;\

DEVANDRONE

APART FROM THAT FACT THAT WE LOVE MAKING
MUSIC THERE IS A MESSAGE THERE. WE LOVE
MERGING DIFFERENT CULTURES AND RESPECTING

hobbies include teaching, painting, traveling, shopping and
adventure.

Formally trained in Carnatic musu:, their tagline -- The
Lost Magic - of Music conveys and promises to bring back
the magic of Indian music. They are young and they are
musically inclined. Their inspiration come from their teach-
ers and gurus. Says Vasudevan, ~ Apart from that fact that
we love making music there is a message there. We love merg-
ing different cultures and respecting other cultures.”

All the compositions of DevarDrone have a universal mu-
sic feel, with the roots of Indian classical background in
them, which conveys to the world, how great our Indian mu-
sic is. The name DevanDrone derives its name from the vio-
linist Vasudevan who is the leader of this group and the
flautist Dronendra Phanikumar.

So, have they ever thought of giving music to films? “No,
asweare into instrumental musie, and having our own brand
image, we did not think about that. We don't even have time
to explore the possibilities,” says Vasudevan.

Getting sponsors is never easy; a sponsor usually looks at
the credibility of the event. When compared to other music
trends, yes, classical music attracts less sponsorship but
whoever sponsors the concert has a good ear for music,
clarifies Vasudevan. Swati Sharma

swatteprmitd om

We have designed a programme - Gurukulam in the Twin
Cities. The main objective is to make our-children to realise
the inherent strehgth of the age-old culture through

classical forms of music and dance

— VASUDEVAN ”
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Hyderabad, Tuesday, March 13, 2007

By P Vasudeva Rao
Hyderabad, March 12

in music circles. Though he has a
master’s degree in Information and

Communication technology, his heart beats for
music. No wonder, he also has a master's
degree in music, ‘Sangeethalankar’ and several
diplomas in Carnatic, violin and vocal music.

Trained by violin maestro Nada
Sudharnava, Nadanidhi Annavarapu
Ramaswamy, DVK Vasudevan loves to
experiment with music, composing innovative
programmes like Sabarmati Sangeeth and
Evening Raga. This has also brought in
recognition and appreciation for him in the
form of President’s Award, International Award
for Young people-Buckingham  Palace
(London) and Young Achievers Award, etc. -

The latest is that he has been selected for the
| prestigious ‘Samaikya Bharat Gaurav Satkar’ of
the Madras-Music Academy. The academy
presents awards to 50 eminent people in
different fields throughout the country every
__year. He will receive the award on April 29.

VlOLIN-VASU is the name he is known by
i

Music is his
mission

- -Express.Sabarmati Sangeet was conceived and

Violin-Vasu is posted as a music instructor in
the University of Hyderabad and teaches music
appreciation in International Institute of
Information Technology (IIIT) too. He is also
doing research in music. He is a cultural
advisor to many institutions, including IIIT,
and is working on musical projects like Applied
Music therapy, Gurkulams and Music
Appreciation.

He presents public performances with his
group ‘Devandrone’, a classical fusion music
troupe set up with his friend Flute Phani.

Apart from making music, this 27-year-old
writes lyrics, composes songs and knows a bit
of dance as well. Yet, his love for adventure and
outdoor activities takes him for snow skiing,
rock climbing, trekking and parasailing.

“I want to train the maximum number of
people in Sabarmati Sangeeth,” he told City |

launched by him on January 30 (Martyrs Day)
to popularise Mahatma Gandhi's favourite
bhajans like Raghupati Raghav Raja Ram,
Vaishnava Jana To, Tu Hi Ram Hai, Tu Rahim
Hai. — :




© FOCUS HARMONY

the father of the nation and to revive interest in Bapuji's transformational songs, voco-violinist, lyric
writer and music composer D V K Vasudevan has begun propagating the Sabarmati Sangeeth in the
city and across the state, discovers Lakshmi Ramakrishna

44 { €4 OCTOBER 2013

RESURGENCE OF
BAPU’S MELODIES

UN has declared Mahatma Gandhi's birthday as International day for Non viclence. As a tribute to
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Hyderabad

All-rounder

‘man is now the cultural advi-
sor of IIIT (International
Institute of Information

Technology), Hyderabad as

'-fromlt it

T —

Vasudevan!

Hyderabad Times chats with
Vasudevan about his Indian classical
fusion music troupe Devan Drone
and his various awards

President's Award, :
' Governmentof India;
~ International Awardfor
YoungPeople—Buclnnghmn
Palae&,l.mdcn Young

well as the music instructor =~ B :
of HCU (Hyderabad Central il
University) apart from par- o
be;i‘haﬁalsoz*eoelveda ticxz;t;g}{n}tsvfzr;i%mmusic Loy i
of national level ath- con nmuszc et e
letic awards! Due to financial troupe, Devan Drone per 1N Wmmmtzgw
- problems he never under- t'ormsdatthe RajivGandhi gy e projects ;
went routine schoolingand ~ National Music And Dance kedm kil s dﬁthem 5 re '
\passed his matriculation festival, at Goa in November azmm isdth ejozz bass. ;
correspondenceby  2007. Surprisingly, Devan player. i
studymgathome 'If thereis Drone was the only music S0 heoe ot o ‘ e
nostruggle, there isno . troupe from Andhra Pradesh : ‘mh“"’- ! e
progress’, says thetrueblue  that performed at the prestl ﬁz havehempe rfqtmmmed ati CHHD
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- the saying in hislife, and it Shil ha[(liamyderahad) s
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Fusion band from

State going places

NO BOUNDARIES: Members of ‘Devandrone’ fusion group.

Syéda Farida

HYDERABAD: An Indian fusion group
playing at the International Film Fes-
tival of India 2007 in Goa, ‘Devan-
drone’, comprising violinist Vasudevan
D.V.K. and flautist Guruza Dronendra
Phani with their medley of composi-
tions blending the cowboy theme with
folk, proved that music transcends
boundaries. :

The concert by this group from And-
hra Pradesh at the Thai Tourism Fes-
tival also received rave reviews. And
now close on the heels of the award

from the NGO Sanskriti for the best

fusion band based on a survey comes
the invite from a music sabha in Chen-
nai that has the duo excited all over

again. :
Novel agenda

“Actually a concert footage that we
uploaded on YouTube had the orga-
nisers inviting us. In fact we also prac-
tise online,” says Vasudevan. As the
cultural advisor for International In-
stitute of Information Technology,
Hyderabad, he has been elementary in
setting up ‘Srujana’, the cultural centre
on the campus. “We have various
groups such as SPICMACAY, some the-
atre groups and also an artistes-in-resi-
dence programme. So far we have
hosted eminent artistes such as Teejan

LA -
sse

Bai, Abdul Rashid Khan and Mysore
Brothers,” he says.

The music appreciation course as
part of the B.Tech programme in ITIT is
the first of its kind with four credits
being offered. “We have students in
MIT and Barcelona enrolling,” he says.

It has been a long journey for the duo
since they met in 1996 while learning
Carnatic music in a gurukul in Vijaya-
wada under the tutelage of Annavarapu
Ramaswamy. Phani, the other part of
the fusion ensemble, is a software engi- .
neer and has recently come up with a
volume on learning the flute.

Power of music

The lucid book comes with a CD and
an instrument designed by him. “The
number of flute masters has come
down. There is no patronage for music
appreciation in schools today with the
thrust being on getting good scores.
But, studies in CMU and Stanford have
proved that learning music helps in im-
proving IQ, creativity and academics,”
he affirms. Vasudevan has also been
working on the Sabarmati Sangeet pro-
Ject, a series on teaching Gandhiji’s val-
ues through his favourite bhajans.

The duo chose fusion as they realised
that Carnatic music had few takers
among youth unlike rock music. “We
took Carnatic compositions and added
western beats and chords,” he says.

HY-HY



Making melodious
frequencies

Meet Violin Vasudey;
musie is

Virtuoso

n, the new youth icon on the musical arena. The young man with a mission,
passion. He is an interna

If music be the foos

nal performer and a tutor in vocal and violin, Along with

his friend Phani he started the Indian Fusion Band. Vasu is the recipient of many international

awards and honours. Presently
Hyderabad and Cultural Adviser & Faculty (Music Appreciation) - TIT- I
He gave his first performance when he was only 16 years old.

32

asi APRIL 2009

music Instructor at the eampus school, University of
derabad.

y aim s to bring
brand Image 1o
music. especially
Indian music* says
this virtuosa who

has & Masters in Music (Sangeethalankar)

Gandharva Matavidyalaya and

Masters In T (LASE Deemed
University]

Afier an initial struggle he used his
1o inspire peopie with his musk:
res and became a muftl talentes
personaity, He nas written over 100 songs
and composed classical, folk, light,
devationsl, pap, rap. fusion and movie
tracks, concept oriented storles, themes,
slogans, savings, and literature, His shows.
have been telecast an warious local and
oiher international television channels,

He hes condusted trainings and
workshops in career planning, national
integration, music, leadersnip and
stenography for corparates snd his st
includes  students. engineers, scientists.,
professors,  bureaucrats,  orphans,
prisoners, physically end  mentally
challenged peopie

Vasu has rendered around 500
performances giver classical, fusion,
fols, devotinal both in instrumental and
vocals at many reputed festivals in India

and overseas, the !
being the Thal Tourism (Thaitand) Festival,
He Is also into adventure activities such as.
commando obstadle course, fiver rafting,
snow skiing, parasaling, rock climoing,
ocean to sky trek, repsiling cycie
expedition. Other service &c

reliet fund raising,
prayers, AIDS awarenes:
adult iteracy etc,

tiood donation,

Born and bred in Viayawada he could
not altend school because of some
ecanamic conditions. Since he always
wanted ba on par with the other children his
parents encouraged him to respond 10 an
savertisement that Govemment callege of
music in Viaywada were conducting
interviews for admitting students in music
and dance,

"After consulting a few well-wishers |
borrowed a violin and mustered courage to
attend the interview but | did not get
Unrough the first list Later | was lucky o see
my name in the second st and after that |
became a full time committed stude
music” he says recalling his initial struggle”.

According to Vasu  ‘music s &
combination of melodious frequencies. How
best we can combine and compose is what
really matters. Dne should remember every
note and its character in relation to its
expression.  Generally people  are
on lyrics to measure Music. This
Music can bipssam withaut any

4 am realy gratsful to WL
Narasimharac Garu who nutured me during
my initial days of struggle and taught me
how 1o eam my Ivelhood. Of course In
violin Kumaresh Ganesh was my
inspiration, | like Balamurali Krishna
for his versatilty, AR Rahman for his
image and liayaraja for
freshness" he adds

Then how does Vasu
resct o praise,
adulation and

criticism. He says

“whether praise, adulation or criticism | am
a realistic person, If 1 am not upto the mark
1 willl rectify myseH. | am balanced and take
things in the right spirit.

He continues | don't take any thing as
a habby, and | dont encourage amyone
taking anything Bs & hobby particularly
performing arts. The logic s if ane want
be a prafessional ane has to be very serious
1o matter whatever you da”

Tell me are you doing anything
innovative now? ‘I always try to be
innovative, what | do. All the projects | am
doing are first of its kind with my friend
Phani, We make sure our perfarmance
shouki be innovative and entertain the
audience elther classical or fusion” he said

Lastly what is the image of a vi/nist i
our society? He feeis *ILis better to discuss
the Image of en artiste rather a wiolinist
particularly in classical music as the effort
of one artiste at the professional evel fs
really very high when compares to the othar
segments. | fesl sorry at the step-motherly
treatment of violinists and classical singers
in our society. A playback singer with a litte
knowiedge commands more respect thar &
profound olassical singer or musiciar

"l want bring -2 brand image for a
musician on par @s a cine hero, cricketer
and this should be decided by the people
who have a flair for such music. | thank our
sponsors and promoters fike NTV, Bhakih|
TV and other like Adivi Sfinvas garu,
Ramalakshmi gary for thelr support. | am
presanty busy witn applied music therapy.
it is 3 research project two find the
therapeutic values of music which Is
completely a technical concept  related to
medicine, music and yoga. It is yet to be
started.

-NK
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His violin ways

'

'

CHAT Vasu wants to promote classical music
amongst the youngsters.

J.R. SHRIDHARAN

—_—

. nything that is melodious
to the ear is music. This
penchant one-liner sounds
more like popular music

director A.R. Rehman’s message
for an FM radio advertisement.
But for 27-year-old D.V.Vasude-
van from Vijayawada, fondly
known as Violin Vasu, among
the music circles in Andhra Pra-
desh, it is a sacred mantra. A
mantra, which he chants reli-
giously with unbridled enthusi-

" asm. His passion towards music

-~

is so intense that he decided to
contribute rest of his life pro-

. moting good music among the
_ denizens. This trained musician
- in Carnatic vocal and violin (he

holds a diploma in both seg-
‘ments), Vasu is on a mission to
promote quality classical music
among youngsters and with a
missionary zeal, he, along with a

~ few like-minded musicians, is

~ seriously involved in many mu-’
¢ sicprojects in Hyderabad.

Incidentally, Vasu works as a
music instructor on the campus
school of University of Hydera-
bad. “We have launched Sanskri-
ti, a registered organisation, to
promote Indian culture and her-
itage in a distinguished manner.
As part our programme, we de-
signed a unique programme -
Gurukulam in Hyderabad and
Secunderabad,” says Vasu,

What is Gurukulam and what
are its objectives? “The main ob-
jective is to make our children to
realise the inherent strength of
the age-old culture through clas-
sical forms of music and dance,”
says the effervescent Vasu.

Members of Sanskriti are
planning to expand their activ-
ities in different dimensions and

_ to start with they are promoting

classical music. “We have al-
ready set up Gurukulam outfits
in more than half-a-dozen cen-

" tres in twin cities. We are plan-
v nkgmureauchcenh’esmtwm

)

SACI. MANTRA For Vasu music is a passion.

cities.For the benefit of passion-
ate youngsters, we have set Gu-
rukulams in various residential
areas in the twin cities thus tak-
ing music to the doorsteps. We
strictly follow the syllabus, dress
code, teaching methodology,
which are useful to the overall
development of children’s music
career,” says Vasu.

Recently another feather dec-
orated Sanskriti’s cap, when it
received the operators’ license
for International Award for
Young People, conceived by
Buckingham Palace in London
under the chairmanship of
Prince Philip.

Youngest group

Keen to cater to the universal
audience, Vasu and Co formed a
fusion music grip - DevanDrone
and has performed at various ci-
ties in India. “Ours is the young-
est fusion group in India and the
first fusion group in AP,” says
Vasu with a tinge of pride. “De-
vanDrone” have strong classical
based command over music as
well as modern techniques. “We
are linking the ancient to the
modern trend and techniques of
music with innovative composi-

a &m

tions,” he averred. All the com-
positions of “DevanDrone” have
a universal music feel, with the
roots of Indian.classical back-
ground in them, which conveys
to the world, how great our Indi-
an music is. The name “ Devan-
Drone” derives its name from
the violinist Vasudevan who is
the leader of this group and the
flutist Dronendra Phanikumar,
partner in the group - the men
who made their vision a reality.

These die-hard musicians also
have a roadmap to popularise
the “Sabarmathi Sangeeth”,
which they feel was forgotten in
the melee of modernisation. “Sa-
barmathi Sangeeth is so touch-
ing it spreads tranquility in soul.
Great saints like, Meerabai, Tu-
lasidas, Kabir, and Gurunanak
wrote these songs. We the mem-
bers of Sanskriti took an oath to
fill the gap by building a bridge
between traditional and posh
cultures. We designed this pro-
gramme by taking very popular
bhajans of Mahatma Gandhi and
giving free training to those in-
terested. This unique music
form will resound at the twin
cities from October 2,” Vasu
said.

z
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Gandhi usi
and School

The Sabarmati Sangeet project, an
initiative taken by musician

D V K Vasudevan, aims to popularise
Gandhian thought and music and
establish, peace, national integration,
communal harmony in the society

THE Sabarmati Sangeet project aims to reach out

to children and help them build character. How does

one do this? By teaching Gandhiji's values of truth,
non-violence, sacrifice, matru pitrubhakthi, time manage-
ment, friendship through music -- to be more specific, his
favuorite bhajans. ;

So what inspired D V K Vasudevan, affectionately called
Violin Vasu, to start such a project? According to him,
“Three years ago, in Bapughat, I was teaching the Mahat-
ma’s favourite bhajans to those who were interested. Then
1 came up with the concept called Sabarmati Sangeet, This
project is reaching lakhs of people and transforming their
lives. It is my attempt to transform the world to the best of
my ability. Also, in another way it is the realisation of one
musician’s dream.” \

Vasu believes that charterer is more important for a child
than is simple education, especially one that is derived
mostly from books. :

“All parents are particular about their children’s ranks.
They do not even bother to find out knowledge they are gain-
ing in the process. That is why a project like Sabarmati
Sangeet is important for the society,” says Vasu indignantly.
“Education is nothing but knowledge with wisdom. Learn-
ing values and how to lead a respectable life in the society
wu{i help a child gain knowledge with wisdom,” he con-
cludes.

Express Features
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Hitting the right note

J. R. SHRIDHARAN PRINT - T T

Music City-born violinist D.V.K. Vasudevan has embarked on a novel mission in his quest
to blend tradition and contemporary

Beyond music nothing matters to this affable
artiste, known popularly as Vielin Vasu in the
domestic music cireuit. Vijayawada-born D.V.K.
Vasudevan has embarked on a mission to help
music aficionados who wish to learn western
music and play the tunes and compositions with
consuminate ease.

“Many music buffs were eager to play western
tunes but they (tunes) were available only in
western notations. Most of the artistes cannot
comprehend it and so I decided to prepare Indian
musical notations for them. To start with, I plan
to prepare notations of popular Hollywood theme
tunes like The Omen, For A Few Dollars More,
Mackenna’s Gold, The Godfather, Pirates of the

A Caribbean and The Magnificent Seven ,” says
D. V. K Vasudevan receiving an award from former : g
Maharashira Governor S.M. Krishia. Vasu, who works as a cultural advisor with the
Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIIT)
at Hyderabad.

A product of Vijayawada Government Music College, he holds an advanced diploma in violin and in
vocals and spends the best part of his time promoting and experimenting with music. He also teaches
the importance of Mahatma Gandhi’s bhajans through Sanskriti, a socio-cultural organisation.

Vasu wears many hats with remarkable elan. He is a student, a teacher, a composer, a singer and an
artiste — all rolled into one. Keen on using modern technology to spread music, Vasu has uploaded over
100 short videos in YouTube on various styles of Carnatic violin playing which was met with huge
success. “Right from how to hold a violin and tune it, I have posted various styles explaining their
significance to fundamentals, for the benefit of online viewers. These online tutorials come in handy to
those interested in online classes. I took a lot of pains and time (three months) and used just an
amateur digital camera to shoot the videos. Though violin lessons are available on the web, they are
inadequate. A lot of effort has gone into the videos I prepared and they are available free of cost.”

His novel effort to help budding violinists was well appreciated by his guru Annavarapu Ramaswamy, a
regular violin accompanist to the Carnatic maestro Mangalampalli Bala Murali Krishna. Vasu has
posted lessons of five to 10 minute duration using all the 72 melakartha ragas and has in no time
acquired around 15 online students, who interact on a regular basis.

’asu also formed a classical fusion instrumental band — Devandrone - with his friend Dronendra Phani
Kumar, a flautist, and gave hundreds of performances all over the country. He has been working on
several projects on Indian culture and music for more than two decades and has received several
national and international awards including the Rashtrapathi Award, International Award for Young
People - Buckingham Palace, London, Samaikya Bharat Gaurav Puruskar and Outstanding Artistes
Research Fellowship, Ministry of Culture.

J.R. SHRIDHARAN



'VIBRANT STRAINS

'FROM SABARMATI

A young Hyderabadi band sings to
spread Gandhian values By swan suarma

i ung D V Vasudevan
Yibnvokes the Mahatma
‘ when he talks about
i his new-age artistic endeav-
¢ our. “We designed this pro-
" gramme based on the Gan-
. dhiji-associated bhajans. We
| give free (music) training,”
- says the instrumentalist from
' Hyderabad. His mission: clu-
| ing in the youth on classical
- Indian music and dance.
' Violin Vasu, as he is fond-
- ly nicknamed, isn’t alone,
. though. He has gotten to-
. gether with five like-minded
- musicians to form a regis-
. tered organization. Sanskriti
 is initiating many projects in
~ the Pearl City. Their band,
- DevanDrone, features N S
- Kalyanaraman on the mrida-
- ngam, Ramakrishna and
. Haribabu on the ghatam,
. Omkar on the keyboard and

Pavan on rhythm pads and
drums, besides Vasu, a native
of Vijayawada, with diploma |
in both vocal and violin.

The flavour is fusion, but
the sextet, trained in Carnat-
ic, is intent on impressing on
GenX the strengths of Indian
culture. In faet, this is con-
veyed in the “Lost Magic” tag |
to their band name. It prom- |
ises retrieval of traditions.

DevanDrone was formed |
ten years ago when Vasude- |
van struck up a friendship
with flautist Dronendra
Phanikumar at the home of
Annavarapu Rama Swamy
where both were learn-
ers. The band’s music hasa |
universal appeal even as it |
springs from Indian roots.

Getting sponsors is not
easy, given its classical slant,
but the group is firm on its
philosophy. Which is why
branching into films too is
not quite an option for now.

The band members are
versatile: they paint, travel
and what not. For now,

. Vasudevan, 32, a
cultural adviser at |
IIIT-Hyderabad, is |
busy with his Sabarmati
Sangeet. One that aims to

% spread—through workshops

in schools and colleges—
the message of truth and
' non-violence. |
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Striving to excel and serve

is a very important

occasion in the city.
Thousands throng the Durga
Pl bost Gamvp v

t bearing
utsava idols of Goddess
Durga and Malleswaravara
Swami sets out to sail down
the river as part of the
'tapo!sa\lam Despite the
heavy bundobust and

elaborate planning traffic jams
and small mishaps are {
normal. Expert swimmers and
fire-fighters are kept at hand.
But everybody was caught
unawares by what happened
on October 27, 2001.

A diesel motor boat
carrying fire crackers caught
fire. Sparks from the fire
crsckers I?mted the diesel
vapours of the engine and
suddenly every object in the
boat was on fire. Seven
persons in the boat were
thrown into the water and
they all suffered severe
burns.

The first to go to the
.| rescue of these unfortunate
le was
K Vasudevan, An

axamp%a NCC cadet and an
| | active NSS volunteer he was
there to help in the

HE BOAT festival of
Goddess Kanakadurga

bundobust. Though he
cannot be considered
an axpert swimmer by

rd he

Jumped into the murky -
waters of the river and
brought two persons
who were al to
drown to safety. Two
others fell into the
river and drowned. Not
stopping with rescuing
to people he went
back by boat with the
fire-fighters to k
removing the burning i
boat from the path of the
swan-boat which had to
return to the Durga Ghat.

More recently Vasudevan
ran into a burning house in
Gunadala and brodfght out a

gas cylinder. "There was no
way of telling when the fire-
fighters will arrive. By then it
may be too late. | am always
first when it comes to helping

Vasudevan did the state of
Andhra Pradesh proud. He
led the state contingent at

preparlng the state team
the different cultural
programmes. He was elso a
member of the band which

A

played the NCC song. His
name was in the list of
cadets recommended for the
Duke of Edinburgh Award
covetted by every NCC
cadet. Today he is a model
student with multifarious
talents. Strangely it was his
ability to play the violin which
helped him become
Bormn into the humble ﬁemliy
of a purohit Vasudevan had
ucate himself. His family
did not encourage him to go
to school because they did

“ ot value degrees and

cartrﬁoaies and more
| importantly because they

cmﬁdnotafford!eaendhkn

) toa’

institution.
. Vasudevan was naked to join
as an apprentice in a radio.

instrument as a student of
eminent violin maestro
Annavarapu Ramaswami. He
joined intermediate in SRR
and CVR college more to
become adn NCC t;adl\:fa;m
to get a degree. "l al
wanted to wear uniform and
go to school. Since | could
not do that joining the NCC
was the next best thing that
happened to me. After
becoming a cadet | came to
know about the Republic Day
Parade and the excellent
uniform given to the cadets,”
says Vasudevan talking about
the factors which drove him
to join NCC. Having ﬂm
National Cadet Corp he
spared no efforts to excel.
‘As a member of the band

which played the NCC song
Vasudevan visited the homes
of the President, Prime
Minister and the chiefs of
Army, Airforce

Starting with the NCC.
Vasudevan went on to 19&1
the Scouts and Guides and
was invited to participate in
the intemational conference .
at Thailand which Qonc!udad
very recently. With his s
and talents he was selected © |

participate in the
National Adventure Fvsﬂvd
conducted in Manall.

Between sasmcine
ractice and ph ltrul:;ng

sailing and ‘slithering (that is
coming down & rope lmnging
from a ). He has
also spent a lot of time
working with voluntary

organisations. "'l enjoy
helping people and in NCC
people really velue that, " he
says. Having finished degree
Vasudevan is studying on his
own for M.S.in Information
Technology.

- G.V. Ramana Rao




Vasu flirts with danger

GuUTSY GUY: Vasudevan zooming down on a snow scoeoter in Showlong Valley in Manali

. dventure  sports
signify an activity
filled with chills
and thrills! A per-
i son who_indulges
in it needs to have loads of
guts, nerves of steel and fasci-
nation for the unusual.

DVK Vasudevan, a young
man from Vijayawada, has all
of it and more. He was enam-
oured with adventure sports
during his stint with NCC dur-
ing college days. Determined
to learn more, Vasu went on to
master various segments of
adventure sports such as snow
skiing, rock climbing, river
rafting, para sailing, slithering
(sliding from a moving chop-
per with the help of a rope),

canoeing and kayaking. “I
leant these during my stay in
Dehradun, Goa and
Bangalore. The Tenzing

Norway Adventure Club at.

Dehradun is one such place
which teaches you ‘the fine

participates in the annual
adventure sports festival in
Chandigarh, which witnesses
hundreds of sports buffs dis-
playing their skills. -

“My greatest moment was
when 1 performed slithering

skills  involved in "moun- and para sailing in front of for-
taineering and mer Prime
wekking,” says He's mastered Minister 1 K
the IT student. ; Gujral during
It started as a \ull'lovl my  NCC
hobby but days,” he

today Vasu is
totally hooked
on to adventure

adventure sports
like snow skiing,

recalls. Has he
tried to scale
any of the well

sports. i io f"k tlllllblll', known mc)ﬁn;

i Creuiar Miver rafting, UG Pk
b f th 4 able to clai

menbe % para sailing efe 5 ' i

peak in Manali. Though the
path was treacherous, I was
able to scale a considerable
height,” says Vasu. He empha-
sised the role played by the
Directorate of Mountaineering

and Allied Sports in motivat- |

ing trekkers and mountaineers
to give it their best shot.
His  personal favourite

|

among adventure sports are |

mountaineering and river raft-
ing. “The rapid gushing water
amidst rocks is magical and
brings you close to the beauty
of nature. These sports make
you physically and mentally
stronger. The experience is
beyond any words,” he says.

OUR VC BUREAU
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Classical music rents the air at ITIIT-H

PRINT - TT

P. Jaya Bhaskar and his team give a concert as
part of the music appreciation course and also to
encourage Indian elassical music

Students of the IIIT-Hyderabad were treated to
some mellifluous Indian classical music at
‘Rhythms of India’, a musical concert by P. Jaya
Bhaskar and his team.

The programme was organised as a part of the
music appreciation course of the IIIT-H and also
to encourage Indian classical music.

The concert started with Mr. Java Bhaskar
explaining the evolution of music.

August company: P. Jaya Bhaskar and his team with the Later on he pel‘for.med.some kritis and
students of IIIT-Hyderabad. keerthanas on various instruments and addressed

their historic significance.

The concert concluded with discussions on some
projects being done by the students of the course in order to bridge the gap between music and IT
sector.

The students who were working on the projeets, took some recordings of the various musical
instruments to help them aid in developing various systems like Music Similarity System, Music
instrument identification.

Renowned artiste

Jaya Bhaskar, a renowned artiste and recipient of the prestigious Ustad Bismilla KhanYuva Puraskar by
the Central Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi, had accompanied eminent Carnatic musicians such as
Mangalampalli Balamuralikrishna, Dr. Sripada Pinakapani, T.N. Seshagopalan, T.V. Sankaranarayan,
A Kanvakumari, mandolin wizard U. Srinivas, violin duo Kumaresh and Ganesh and others.

IIIT-H is the only engineering college in India to offer a course on music appreciation.
The course is to encourage students and create interest in research in Indian classical arts and musie.

The course exposes students to features such as - What is music, interesting facts from scriptures,
Science and Mythology and Music, fundamentals of Music, relaxation, yoga, concentration, pranayama
techniques, relation between saptaswaras and yoga chakras.

The course instructor is Mr. Vasudevan who is a faculty in IIIT-H and a violin prodigy.

R. RAVIKANTH REDDY

IN HYDERABAD
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We are proud of you!

THE AcHIEVERS: D V K Vasudevan, K Pratap, P S V Phanikumar, B Veera Bhadrudu and V R Sirisha.

(7 V Madhav

hen 24-year- P S V Phanikumar, V",E
old D V K Sirisha, K Pratap, B
Vasudevan Veerabhadrudu, K Subba Rao
w a l k e d and Chalapaka Prakash.
majestically  As part of the Youth Festival
to receive an award for, — 2003 organised by the
bravery at the Rotary Club of Rotary Foundation, the Rotary
Vijayawada "~ Mid™=Town"s~Chbof~ vifayiwada ™ Mifd=
felicitation ceremony, Town organised the awards
thunderous applause ceremony to honour these
reverberated  from  the seven brave young people for

audience packed auditorium.
The young man, a national
award recipient for bravery,
was honoured for rescuing the
victims of a fire accident at
Tappostavam, the divine
cruise of Goddess Durga,
during the Dussera festival of
2002. Other Vijayawadites
| who were honoured included

outstanding performances in
their respective fields. Says
Ashok Jain, president of the
club, “We organised this
function to honour them and
also inspire othef youngsters
to take pride jand excel in
whatever they do. We wanted
to publicly acki
recognise the c\}'

youngsters and tell them that The diminutive athlete B
they are our pride and hope for Veerabhadrudu was rewarded
the future.” The only girl for his exploits in the field of
among the seven awardees sports. “I finished first in the
was 19-year-old V R Sirisha, 100 meters sprint in the State
who won the national-level level events from 1996 to

prize . for ~ her = veena 2001. T'am overwhelmed by

pertormance; “T tediv R This - he honour bestowed bn oieby -

award to  my  guru the Rotarians,” says Veeru.
Krishnaveni, who played an Others included C Prakash,
important role in shaping my writer and cartoonist, K Subba
music career,” says the young Rao, an .
girl. In the segment of entreprencur and K Pratap,
education, P S V Phanikumar award winning painter with

enterprising

walked away with the honours international recognition. VC

for having scored first place in is proud of these youngsters |

the ICWA foundation exam who have brought glory to
conducted throughout the their city. May their tribe
country. %1 really worked hard  increase!

for this achievement,” says the

bgsnectaeled intelligent lad. \ J R SHRIDHARAN
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Promotin g Indian culture through music is this youth’s goal

EmﬂsNalsSm undertaken some spema] projects through
Sanskriti, an organisation setup by him with
,mqmi. Jan 8: Promoting Indian Culture help of his friends, a year ago.
‘ﬁumaghnnulchhismissmnmﬁndhm h Sanskriti, we have started Guru-
SlEvery WMMM.,R%M“ ety b e x
A RS AR
+ He is U\'](Vazudevg{hbe@er known, as jr": traditional music; Indian culture and
rimge heex])
Ir Tl'leZG-yea:old ative of Vij is pr- ing to him, the teachin thod

lmﬂywuﬂmgashmmmmmmmi logy in the gurukulam follows the traditional |

+versity of Hyderabad Campus School. * pattern and the ambience at the gurukulam

1 Speaking to_ Express, dnting his visit to is healthy for children.

mashn{ya Vidyapeetha for lenm.mg Atprasentthemmfumgumkulamsm
. Yoga, th tal d and efforts are being made to

.ennedlnmhar fnrmanfmusicuys he has mnwmemm.

Vasu, who is- cumnﬂy dﬂmﬁ PG Diploma
in Yoga Science says that Sans n has taken

‘our rt is to

recreate that magic of

‘the bygone era’

. up the task of creating an album of Moming

Raga.
‘What is so different about their album?

He says that they are working on creating
the magic of music as described in the anci-
ent. ‘Cnpti on music like Sangeetha

We. hwe of legend:
T %‘“‘ﬁ%’“
lamps in the court of the great Moghul
EmpemrAkhaJ and Amritha Varshini, sung
by Muthuswamy Dikshitar is said to have
brought rain.

Our effort is to recreate that magic of the
bygone era, he says.

Samh'iti is also set to popularise the bha-
jans and songs sung at Sabaramathi during
the time of Mahatma Gandhi.
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Hitting the wrong note

GARIMA PAREKH PRINT - T T

A recent study says only 10 per cent of universities in India offer direct music courses.

m Indian universities neglectillg their music

35ty by VX Vo U irs Mprch departments is so glaring that they are unable to

of Mywra) and Ganesh Mabidhara . a
sim : provide the much-needed professionals
a0 intarmational v 9, specialised in areas interdisciplinary to musie,
coatorvee of the music =
dpatmerts  says a recent study. The study was presented as a

: amey,  esearch paper by D.V.K. Vasudevan, Mysore

S infanis twiwest st 0pereant  Vanjunath and Ganesh Mahidhara from

et University of Hyderabad, University of Mysuru
and SIGMR respectively, at an international
conference. The study established the dismal
state of music education in Indian universities
and compared the curricular system of developed
countries such as the USA, Canada, Australia, UK
and Germany with that of India in which Indian
universities were found lacking on various
parameters.

Music depirbrants unabie o provde professionals wckiiond &
arexs inter-dinciglirary Lo musc

It reveals that 43 per cent of the top universities in the world offer music courses with music
departments that have good infrastructure whereas only 10 per cent of universities in India offer such
courses and only two out of its top 10 universities have proper music departments, according to Mr.
Vasudevan. Moreover, a measly 3.1 per cent of the music departments are currently operational in the
country, compared to 51.16 per cent in Australia and 52.04 per cent in Canada. India ranks the lowest
among countries such as the USA, Canada, Australia, the U.K. and Germany with respect to universities
offering direct music courses at 20 per cent. These statistics coupled with the slash in budget allocation
for premier autonomous arts institutions to a paltry Rs. 55 crore in 2015-16, from the previous Rs.
215.48 crore in 2014-15, is clearly not encouraging enough to promote innovative interdisciplinary
musical education.

“People have limited knowledge in music in India. We have forgotten the importance of music
education and therefore, have not been able to develop research hubs and provide bilateral education in
music along with other related disciplines,” Mr. Vasudevan said. Confining musical education to
undergraduate and postgraduate degrees fails to train students to work in a specific areas such as sound
engineering, psychotherapy and so on.
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L e

: 11:ut1ate actlon aga-mst hlm It
~has been a hell of task to con-
vince him that such allegatl—

* ons cannot be pubhshed in th-
-ese.columns. . -
© Again, an author of several
- books demanded that he be in--

~terviewed to hlghhght hisper-

sonal’ problem. He even saJd
_that he has chosen this news-
paper because he can ventll

ate. his problem throughout
the country 27

Tamted

YHE other. day, a* busmess

firm arranged a _press

meet and as usual distributed .
gifts ‘wrapped in yellow met-
allic sheet to the Journahsts

‘But the problem is the ye]low
wrapper left its marks on the-

fingers of the scribes leavmg
them tamﬁed ‘with yellow:
‘marks. A scribe qmpped that -

they are caught yellow-ham R

ded’..
Bravo: i ;

RESENCE of Imnd g ©

what counts at the time
of a disaster., Being on duty is
something but being alert is.
all the more important. That
was exactly what has happe- .
ned -on the Vijaya Dasha;ni‘_‘

-

LGE

.Day 1r; VlJaYﬂWada_ Goddess
_ Kanakadurga, ‘the px'ésidjng :
deity, was taken out on-a boat
ride by the devotees in River
Krlshr)@ The dl,splay of fire
' crackers turned sour and the

' DVKVasudevan
b

presence of two NCC under-_'_
- officers - D V‘ K Vasudevan
and Murali — proved useful. |
- They rushed forward and tri-}
ed their best to brmg the ﬁre
under control’ P :

: (Contrtbuted by PV Krishna'
Rao and M v Syam Sundar)

=
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Fusion treat

~ MUSIC Devan Drone
play a different beat,

2006

Devan Drone in concert.

ngvan Drone, the Indian classical
fusion music group, enthralled
the audience at Shilparamam here
recently with their unique Carnatic
music with a western touch, blend-
ing Hindustani with Irish Music and
more. The orchestra comprised of
young musicians Vasudevan on the
violin, Dronendra Phani Kumar
(flute), Kalyana Raman ( mridan-
gam), Surabhi Phani Bhushan (gha-
tam), Pavan (rthythm pads) and Arun
Balakrishna (guitar). The ensemble
opened the recital with the Vaataa-
Ppiganapatim (Hamsadhwani, Adj),
The high speed Swarakalpanas on
both violin and flute that they in-
cluded during the ending of this
item left the audience spellbound.
The English Note composed by Sri
Madhurai Mani lyer in raga Shanka-
rabharanam with few alien notes
was the next item perfectly present-
ed by Devan Drone to give the west-
ern music feel to the audience. . b
where they teach music to various
aspirants.

?T
L
1
o

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13,




G VASUDEVAN: He was recently awarded Adaniya
Saamanya Puraskar for his adventurous sports

~ Adventure |

sports give
‘him a high

| Vasudevan is the
] director of Bharathi
Excellency,

Vijayawada. He was recently
awarded Adamya Saamanya
Puraskar for his performance
in the National Adventure Club
in Chandigarh. This award is
conferred on sports persons
who have displayed excellence
in adventure sports. Vasudevan
proved his mettle in sports like
para skiing, slithering, snow
skewing etc. Earlier too, he
showed his dare ' devilry
prowess by rescuing victims of
a raging fire in the
Teppostavam during Dasara
festival in Vijayawada last
year. Vasudevan is thrilled with
the award and hopes more
youngsters irrespective  of
gender learn adventure sports
that will build them up

toughen them to face life.
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‘ | Award for city sportsman
| Vijayawada, Feb 15: DVK Vasudevan of the city
| has received a national award
| mm for adventure sports and brav-
\ ery.The award, Adamya Sahasa
Puraskar, was presented to him
at the valedictory function of
National Adventure Youth Fest-
ival organised by the National
Adventure Club (India) at Chan- -
digarh on February 8. The
annual award is given to pers:
ons for showing courage and out-

v standing skills in adventure spo-
rts. Vasudevan showed exemplary courage in res-
cuing two persons from drowning during ‘Teppot-
savam’ as part of Dasara celebrations
on River ¥ last year. He has also participa-
| ted in several national level events in ture
1 sports Vasudevan was the only spartspemn on
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ROUND UP

Musical magic

anuary 20 saw Taramati

Baradari come alive with
the magic of music. The

- event, a ghazal night orga-

* nized by Citibank for hon-

[ chos of the corporate houses
in Hyderabad was a night to
remember,

Padmashri Pankaj Udhas
created an ambience unlike
any before. Big names like
Satyam, Wipro, Deloitte,
TCS, Xilinx, iGate and Zen-
sar participated, as Saru
Kaushal, Business Head, Ci-
tibank Suvidha played the
host. and many more.

Pankaj Udhas mesmerised
the audiences with popular
renditions like Chithi aayi
hai and Chaandi jaisa rang.
The maestro who has a fan
following spanning over two
generations had the audi-
ence awed, especially with
the jugalbandi. The evening
concluded with a cocktail
dinner.

Tribute to the Mahatma

nevandrone, the members
of Sanskriti, a voluntary
culture promotion organisa-
tion took up a project called
Sabarmathi Sangeeth,

through which they intend
to promote the bhajans of
Mahatma Gandhi.

And what better occasion
can it be than the death an-
niversary of the father of the
nation. In association with
APTDC (Andhra Pradesh
tourism development corpo-
ration) and sponsored by As-
cendas and JC Brothers, the
event was held at Babughat
(Near Langar House).

Santhi Swaroop, Doordar-
shan, was the chief guest for
the evening, while Prof. Su-
dershan Singh, dean, P. S.
Telugu University, was the
guest of honour.
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Madras Telugu Award for "Violin Vasu'

PRINT - T T

Staff Reporter

VIJAYAWADA: City lad D.V.K. Vasudevan, an up and coming violinist, will receive the prestigious
‘Samaikya Bharat Gaurav Satkar' accorded by the Madras Telugu Academy.

Popularly known as "Violin Vasu', Mr. Vasudevan will receive the award on April 29 at the Madras
Music Academy in Chennai for his services in the field of Carnatic music - more specifically in violin
segment. The Madras Telugu Academy, an internationally reputed culture promotion organisation,
every year presents awards to 50 eminent people in different fields throughout the country.



